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Principal’s Message - Rev Fr Maroun Youssef
Our students have made St Charbel’s College proud once again.
Congratulations to Jennifer Boutros who received the
Archbishop’s Award for exceptional Catholic values. This is an
inspirational award to receive commending one’s faith and
practices. Additionally, I would like to personally congratulate
the CBSA students who were successful in their amazing efforts
competing against students from many different schools in the
NSWCCC Athletics Championships, George Zakhia, Joshua
Zakhia and Jerome Azzi. These students have now progressed
to the next level of the competition, well done! It gives me
great pride to bear witness to our student’s many and great
achievements. I wish to commend our teaching staff and
parents whose ongoing support and commitment in helping
our student’s achieve such results is very heart warming.
During the month of September, we celebrated the feast of the
Nativity of the Virgin Mary (Sep 8) and we will celebrate the
feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross (September 14). We
are reminded that the Cross is the sign of our salvation with
which our Saviour triumphed over the sins of the world. We
look up to the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, who accepted God’s
will in her life and stood by the cross watching her son die for
us. Our Lady leads us to Jesus so that we can understand the
true price that was paid for our salvation.
Also at this time of the year, as the days become warmer, we
give thanks to the Lord for His creation enjoying the beauty of
Spring. On another note we all need to keep the Year 12
students in our prayers, who are currently preparing for their
graduation which will be held on Tuesday 25 September
followed by their HSC examinations which they will sit in
October. This is a very important time in their lives and often
stressful as they prepare for their future paths. May the Holy
Spirit inspire and bless them along their way.
Dying, you destroyed our death; rising you restored our life.
Save us by your cross, Christ our Redeemer

Seconday School Leaders 2019
It was with great pleasure that Year 11 students recently came together to listen to their fellow students give a
School Leadership speech nominating themselves for School Leadership positions for 2019. This proved to be a
magnificent opportunity to celebrate together the outstanding candidates that have applied for an SRC position for
next year.
Each candidate provided a speech which outlined in detail their intentions of contributing towards school life and
their vision for 2019. This was a fantastic occasion where students and staff came together to witness and support
our future leaders. We wish all the nominees all the very best as students and staff have had the opportunity to
place their votes.

2

Major Work Mayhem—Sarah Navarette
The Year 12 Textiles and Design class of 2018 have just completed their Major Work project. The major work made
up 50% of the HSC course. It was one of the most stressful but exciting times of our lives with many ups and downs.
This experience has challenged us in every way possible and has taught us many lessons in life. From the beginning
of this whole process, of not knowing what our major project was going to be, as we were merely just fresh year 12
students who were settling into the new change of becoming a senior.
So we had to get to the drawing board and search for inspiration that would drive our creative minds to an idea that
would become our major project. It took us a while but we all eventually came up with ideas that we were happy
with and that we were ready to work on. It then came the time to purchase materials and gather resources to begin
the making of the project. Gaining materials and fabrics was quite the process. It involved multiple trips to Lincraft
and Spotlight where we bought many samples to try to find the perfect fabrics for our major work. Once the fabrics
were acquired, the hard work began. There were many mishaps throughout the project, one of which being a
confusion with my dress which ended up becoming a corset and skirt. With many pricked fingers and hearing the
words “oh no Miss!” we can definitely say that blood, sweat and tears were put into this major work. I can speak on
behalf of the other girls when I say that it was extremely hard managing our time between the practical and
portfolio parts of the major work. It was important for us to find a balance between working on our practical and
our folio as the number of hours spent on each aspect are crucial for the major work.
All in all, the job was completed on schedule and we were all satisfied with what we had completed. This could not
have been possible without the help of our amazing Textiles and Design teacher Mrs Maatouk, the one who always
believed in us when we did not believe in ourselves.
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Year 12 Business Services and Work Studies Excursion—Break the Code

On Wednesday 28th August, students in year 12
Business Services and Work Studies went on an
excursion to “Break the Code.” We caught a train
from Punchbowl to Central station, and then walked
to our destination in George St, Sydney.

Break The Code offers an “escape room” experience,
with four different themed rooms. We selected the
Avatar room, where we were part of a team of scientists
who needed to travel back to the Pandora Moon and
retrieve the information from the abandoned lab before
it was too late. We were locked in a room with only 60
minutes to escape! In order to succeed, we had to break
through the series of puzzles in 5 different rooms.

This excursion was insightful as it
allowed students to work on their
team building and communication
skills as well as their time
management skills. This activity was
challenging and encouraged them to
use higher order thinking skills. It was
also a final opportunity to bid them
farewell as they will be sitting for
their HSC examinations in the
upcoming weeks. Miss Ayoub and
Mrs Panteli are very proud of these
young men and women of St
Charbel’s College, as they persevered
academically throughout years 11 and
12.
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Director of Primary (K-6): Ms Maree Kelly
Kindergarten teachers are now supplementing their reading program with Synthetic Phonics, a product of Get
Reading Right. The program has fun and multi-sensory reading and spelling resources that achieve quick results.
Information for parents can be found at: http://www.getreadingright.com.au/home-resources/ The program will be
introduced into Years 1 and 2 next year.

Poetry Recitation Competition Stage Finals have taken place over the past week and teachers have been impressed
with the standard and effort that the students have put into learning their poems. Congratulations to the students
who made it through to the Grand Final, as well as the winners of the Grand Final.
Students are also to be congratulated for their support of Australian Farmers and the Drought Relief appeal on
Tuesday 28 August. The students all looked the part in their farmer’s outfits and raised $1175 which is a great
effort!
A new initiative in the playground is Ninja Work Stations. These are exercise stations where students can do
exercises like push ups, burpees, star jumps etc. and have been placed at intervals around the playground. Students
can work individually or in teams to complete a circuit. The work stations can be done regardless of fitness or age
and are aimed at giving students something new to do on the playground using minimal space.
A reminder that mobile phones are banned at school: this includes phones kept in bags because students use them
inappropriately before and after school.
We also ask parents to support the school in not letting students play online games like Fortnite which is for
children aged 15 years and older. The aim of Fortnite is to kill as many people as possible, which is not appropriate
for young children, and the issue of online gaming addiction in young children is a concern worth noting.
I will like to thank the P&F for organising the Father’s Day staff for Primary students last week. Their efforts and
hard work for the Primary School are really appreciated!
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Primary Religion Coordinator—Mrs Loulou Alam
Here at Saint Charbel’s College, there have been some very exciting things happening. Brother Yuhanna has been
visiting our classrooms teaching and answering the students’ questions. He has also been training Altar Servers and
preparing them for the weekly Mass.
Year 3 are preparing for their First Holy Communion by learning the responses and prayers in the Maronite Liturgy.
They are currently learning about the importance of the Eucharist in our life and trying to live out the words of
Blessed Estephan, “God Sees Me”.

6

Primary Arabic Coordinator—Mrs Nada Kazzi

التحضيرات لميراث في البال:
اشترك عدد كبير من الطالب في مباراة فنية منها الكوالج والتعبير الفني وموضوعها "كوالج عن فنان عربي".

ويتدرب طالب الصف السادس والخامس على الدبكة اللبنانية والتمثيل تحضيراً لتقديم العرض المسرحي في ٩١تشرين
األول في بانكستاون.
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Library (K-12): Mrs Christine Golz/Mrs Simone Cullinan
Congratulations to all the primary students who participated in the Find your treasure Book Week activities and our
Book Week parade. Students and classes produced many excellent displays and competition entries. Numerous
awards and prizes were given to students and classes in recognition of their excellent efforts and the wonderful
costumes that were worn by students at the parade.
Displays of Book Week Books, Class projects and Student works were exhibited in the library for the enjoyment of
students, parents and staff.
Many thanks go the library staff and all the primary teachers for their hard work adding immeasurably to a
successful Book Week.
Encourage your children to return their library books promptly and bring their library cards to school everyday.
On Tuesday 16th October 2018 Yorke Education books will be selling Year 12 textbooks from 9.00 am – until 11.30,
to students in the Library. If you wish to purchase textbooks ensure you return the order form by Friday 21st of
September 2018. Please do not enclose money with orders.
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P&F Corner - Mrs Kylie Alam

It has been a busy few months for St Charbel’s P&F Committee! On Wednesday 15th August we invited all parents
to join us to pray The Holy Rosary for the Feast of The Assumption. Our school Chaplain Fr. Tony Moussa was kind
enough to lead us in prayer and we would like to thank all parents that attended. It was a lovely afternoon that saw
the parents from our school community united in prayer.

FATHER’S DAY CELEBRATIONS 2018

We also had our annual Father’s Day Stall on Friday 31st August and once again the children loved purchasing gifts
for their fathers. There was a great selection of gifts this year and the children certainly had a hard time choosing
between our religious themed gifts, coffee cups for on the run or our gardening & handyman supplies. We hope all
the fathers had a blessed Father’s Day filled with love and laughter.
Our Father’s Day Mass & Morning Tea this year was
held on Tuesday 28th August. It was another great
success with the P&F treating fathers to a scrumptious
Lebanese breakfast with plenty of sweet and savory
treats on offer. It was lovely seeing the fathers taking
some time out to chat and have a few laughs after
attending Mass with some of our high school students.

Thank you to our Father’s Day Event Coordinator Laure Chahine for your
continuous efforts and also to our P&F committee members. We had some
new volunteers from our P&F Volunteers Group assist us on both days this
year, thank you to those of you that willingly volunteered your time. If you
are interested in being part of our P&F Volunteer Group and would like to
assist at some of our events, please call or SMS Kylie Alam on 0410 558 516.
Our next P&F meeting will be held on Tuesday the 18th September in the school library at 7.30pm. We encourage
you all to attend and support our school through the P&F.
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REMINDER
Please ensure the photography
and
video permission form is
returned to the school ASAP!

The College is ensuring that many events and messages are
being advertised through our Facebook page. Please take the
time to check us out. Additionally, there are times pictures of
students are used. If you do not wish for your child’s picture to
be used please inform the College by emailing your request to
info@stcharbel.nsw.edu.au
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Morning Supervision
Access to the College grounds will be
centralised through the ‘Kiss and Go’ and
Monastery gate from 8am only. There
will be NO supervision for any students
prior to 8am, for their own safety and
wellbeing. Also please be mindful that it
is dangerous to use the driveways to Uturn.

Ethnic School Classes
Ethnic School Classes are available for
students. Classes are held every Friday
4.30 – 6.30pm

UPCOMING EVENTS
September:
Fri 14
Mon 10-Fri 21
Tues 25
Fri 28

Years 5 & 6 Spirituality Day
Year 11 Exams
Year 12 Graduation Mass & Ceremony
Last Day of Term 3

October:
Mon 1
Mon 1 Oct-Fri 12
Mon 15
Tue 16
Thur 18
Fri 19
Tues 23
Wed 24
Fri 26
Wed 31
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Labour Day
School Holidays
Staff Professional Development
Students Commence (Term 4)
HSC Commences—9 Nov
Year 3 Spirituality Day
College Open Tour Day (Bookings Only)
Year 12 2019 Report Interviews
Year 11 Spirituality Day
P&F Walkathon

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Weldon Children’s Services is offering a before and after school care program at St Charbel’s College which
commenced. Weldon has been operating before and after school programs and vacation care programs for
families for more than 30 years. The St Charbel’s program is running on-site from the Multi-Purpose Hall.

Information about our onsite program can be provided by contacting the Weldon Head Office at:
Telephone: 8741-0500
Email: kids@weldon.com.au


The hours of operation will be as follows:



Before School Care:

6:30am until 8:20am (Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays)



After School Care:

3pm until 6:30pm



Vacation Care:

7am until 6pm

Our programs offer a range of activities suitable for school aged children. We provide breakfast in the
mornings and light nutritious snacks in the afternoons.
The school office have enrolment packages and information about our programs.
Kids @ Weldon:

Before & After School Care Contact Details:
Centre co-ordinator: Mary Azzi
Centre Number: 0418 735 976
Email: stcmcs@weldon.com.au
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