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Term 2, May 2018

Principal’s Message ‐ Rev Fr Maroun Youssef
In our first newsle er for Term 2, I would like to warmly welcome our students and staﬀ back to school and wish
everybody an abundant term. I would par cularly like to thank our students and staﬀ for their par cipa on and
coopera on on our first day back, in which we commemorated Anzac Day. The success of such an important event
involves the commitment and team eﬀort of all staﬀ, teaching, non‐teaching as well as students who thankfully came
together to make this a very special day to commemorate Anzac Day as a College and Community.
We at St Charbel’s College seek to ins l in our students a pride in not only their Lebanese and Maronite heritage, but
also their Australian roots and I was very humbled and proud of our students.
May is dedicated to the month of Mary, the Mother of God, our eternal mother. St Charbel’s College is very grateful
for the kindness and generosity of our mother’s in par cular the Parent’s & Friends Commi ee who have devoted
their me to organising the Mother’s Day stalls and hos ng the Mother’s Day morning tea.
I would like to wish each and every one of our mothers, those present and in spirit a very blessed & Happy Mother’s
Day. May you be the image of Mother Mary to your children and those around you.
“Never be afraid of loving the Blessed Virgin too much. You can love her more than Jesus did.” Saint Maximilian Kolbe

ANZAC Day Commemora on—Monday April 30—Mr Mar n McConville
“On ANZAC Day, above all days, we remember those Australian men and women who died or suﬀered in the great tragedy
of war.
On the morning of April 25th, 1915, Australian and New Zealand troops landed under fire at Gallipoli, and it was then and
in the violent campaign which followed, that the ANZAC tradi on was forged. The elements of that tradi on have inspired
and oﬀered an enduring example to later genera ons of Australians.
Each year we pay homage not only to those original ANZACs, but to all who died or were injured in their service to this
country. They enrich our na on’s history. Their hope was for the freedom of mankind and we remember with pride their
courage, their compassion and their comradeship.
Not only do we honour the memory of those Australians who have fallen in ba le; we share the sorrow of those who have
mourned them and of all who have been the vic ms of armed conflict.”
On Monday 30th April our school commemorated ANZAC Day with a very respec ul and informa ve service. We were
honoured to have in our presence three World War Two veterans who wore their medals with pride. The assembly was
provided with music by two bag pipe players as well as a bugle player. The guest speaker Terry Corcoran, President of
Bankstown RSL sub‐branch gave a very informa ve speech on the significance of poppies, rosemary, dawn services,
ANZAC Day marchers and ANZAC biscuits. An ANZAC commemora on plaque was unveiled at the Memorial Square by
Father Superior Louis Ferkh and Father Maroun Youssef. Our students made significant contribu ons to the
commemora on service with the Year9/10 Elec ve History students preparing the PowerPoint presenta ons. Liam El
Azzi gave an emo onal presenta on on Private Victor Mahboub , a fallen Lebanese‐Australian soldier who served in
World War Two. Heba Matar led “The Ode” and Pamela Kazzi read the famous war poem “In Flanders Field”. The
Master of Ceremonies Daniel Azzi and Rebecca Moubarak performed admirably and our sound and visual students also
did a superb job. Finally I would like to congratulate our Primary School students who contributed to the Wall of
Remembrance by making over 800 poppies.
“On this day we remember with sympathy those Australians who have suﬀered as prisoners of war, and those who, because
of war, have had their lives shortened or handicapped.
We recall staunch friends and allies, and especially those of the first ANZAC Day.
May we and our successors prove worthy of their sacrifice.”
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Director of Pastoral Care (7‐12) ‐ Mr Charlie Shalala

Resilience in Action: Kate Fitzsimons’ powerful talk with Year 10‐12.
Tuesday 8 May: “Kate used such a tragedy to provide us with life‐long tools in obtaining the skill of perseverance ‐
ways of bouncing back from life’s diﬃcul es. This included skills such as one taking control of their emo ons, to
face them front on in order to be able to shi places of fears and darkness into places of light and gra tude. Lara
Sarkis, Year 12.

“We were able to learn an important and necessary life lesson a er hearing Kate's inspiring story.”
Saleh, Year 11.

Peter Abou

“Kate approached the situa on by sta ng, “You can’t change what you refuse to confront.” She therefore ini ated
the ‘Nicole Fitzsimons Founda on’ in willingness to “save as many others from encountering her sister’s tragic
fate.” Through the founda on, Kate has raised awareness to over 30,000 students in Australia as to why safety
should never be compromised whilst traveling overseas.” Jennifer Harb, Year 11.

“This very valuable presenta on allowed the students to be able to understand that there are posi ve possibili es
hidden in every unfair, unkind and unpredictable situa on, giving all a sense of empowerment and further trust in
the Lord.” Lara Sarkis, Year 12.
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Director of Pastoral Care (7‐12) ‐ Mr Charlie Shalala

“The presenta on allowed us to reflect on and ques on our eﬀorts to improve our response in mes of hardship.

Kate’s touching and relatable anecdote regarding the unfortunate death of her sister was a good catalyst of
resilience and thus resonated with us.” James Harb, Year 11 SRC.
To find out more, visit www.katefitzsimons.com

YEAR 12 COMMUNITY SERVICE
Year 12 students and Maronites on Mission “serving Christ through serving others”.
We con nue to live the message of JOY.
“Thank you for the amazing opportunity to experience feeding those who are homeless. “…A life changing
experience…” “…heart‐warming”; “…Seeing the gra tude of the men, women and children as well as seeing Jesus
Christ in each and every one of them.” Andrew Darwich

Mark Khodair, Maram Kanaan, Andrew Darwich, Jennifer Boutros, Jordan Saade
“I felt immense joy in providing them with what they could not aﬀord.” Mark Khodair

“Through serving them, I felt that I was serving God. “I am so grateful for this opportunity and would definitely love
to do this again some me soon, and more o en in the future.” Mark Khodair
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Director of Pastoral Care (7‐12) ‐ Mr Charlie Shalala

“Volunteering for the Maronites on Mission food run has been very confron ng yet sa sfying, and has put my life into
perspec ve. Seeing the homeless people lined up to be served by us has showed me how they are grateful for what very
li le they have compared to us.” Jennifer Boutros

REC Primary ‐ Mrs Mary Wells
St Charbel’s enters the second term with the month of May celebra ons. During May the Church honours Mary, mother of
God the Son. It is of par cular important this May as we round oﬀ the centenary of the appari ons of Fa ma on the 13th
May, which is also, most appropriately, Mother’s Day.
We will be honouring Mary in a variety of ways. Grades may do a playground rosary where each grade is
assigned a decade and all pray together. There is a Na onal/ Interna onal event occurring on the 13th May, but also at other
mes around the world. This is Oz Rosary. A full explana on is available at these links:
Here is promo link h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h923BsvKQnw

h ps://www.catholicweekly.com.au/aussies‐to‐pray‐rosary‐on‐beaches‐and‐mountain‐tops/
Throughout the month a noon bell is being rung and classes join in the Angelus Prayer from their rooms using a presenta on
on their Interac ve Boards.
Of course there is our annual event of the Mother’s day Mass which is a dedicated Mass for Mary and the Ascension.
Grade Two Students are preparing for the First Reconcilia on which will take place on the 17th August, 2018.
Students need to take part in the prepara on in order to receive the Sacrament. Those who miss the
prepara on will need to join the Parish lessons in the fu‐
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ture.

Stage 2 Coordinator ‐ Ms Maxine Bell
Welcome back to term 2, I hope you’re well rested and ready for a produc ve term. Year 3 will sit their NAPLAN
test from 15 ‐ 17 May 2018. We will be working to prepare our students for these tests. I would like to welcome
Charlo e Soueif and Rima Tahhan to our Year 4 team, they are taking over from Jana who is due to have a baby.
This term Year 3 will be learning the Dabke as a part of their Crea ve Arts program. We are already having a great
me mastering this skill as we dance across the primary playground.
Lunch clubs are in full swing with Ms Bell holding a board game club for years 3‐6 on Mondays and Mrs Kazzi
holding a book club on Tuesday’s for years 3‐6.

Year 4’s adventure commenced with an excursion this term. The students were intrigued to learn about the diverse
history and culture of the Aboriginal people of the Sydney region with an Aboriginal guide in the heart of the city.
Uncovering the Royal Botanic Garden's rich Aboriginal heritage by exploring plant uses, culture and artefacts. Year
4 were blessed with great weather to ensure that they had a memorable day.
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Primary Sport Coordinator ‐ Miss Catherine Zalloua
On Monday the 9th of April the primary school had their Athle cs Carnival. A er last year’s wash out, we were all praying
for great weather and we definitely received that! It was a hot day, but that didn’t stop the
students pu ng in 110%. The students had a great day, running, cheering and throwing to earn points for their house
colours. A big thank you goes to the High school students and teachers who assisted on the day, their assistance made
the day run smoothly and successfully. Another thank you goes to the primary students. I am very proud of their eﬀorts
and behaviour on the day, they were fantas c. Congratula ons to Blue for coming in first on the day!
On another note, last term a soccer program was introduced to the students – KIKOFF. It is a fantas c program for the
students to develop skills in soccer, not just with a focus on who can score the most goals, but how to work in a team and
respect one another. These are skills that can be used in everything thing they do. It caters for any skill level, whether
that is beginner or advanced. If you have any ques ons or would like to know more informa on you can speak to Miss
Zalloua in the primary, or Mr Zalloua in the high school.

Careers and VET Coordinator—Mrs Dianna Chedid
On Tuesday 8th May, a group of year 10 boys a ended the St Yon Try a Trade day. It was a helpful day where we got to
hear about the diﬀerent TAFE courses that St Yon has to oﬀer and to actually try them out with small ac vi es from
some trades. The ac vi es we were able to do were taking a tyre oﬀ a car from the automo ve trade, trying some food
from the hospitality trade, learning how to bricklay from the construc on trade and many more. An
interes ng ac vity was from the electrical trade where we had to try connect wires to make the light bulb light up.
Each sta on had a teacher that teaches each course and told us everything that we needed to know about the course
like the qualifica on, dura on and work placement hours. Overall it was a fun and interes ng day and helped us
decide if we wanted to study in the trade industry next year. Thank you to Mrs Chedid and Miss Michael for
organizing and joining us on the day.
Joe Ters Year 10E
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Library (K‐12): Mrs Chris ne Golz/Mrs Simone Cullinan
Welcome back to Term Two from the Library Staﬀ. We hope you had a wonderful holiday and found lots of me to relax and
read.
We began this term with a special ANZAC Day commemora on to remember the loss, suﬀering and sacrifice as a result of
Australia’s involvement in war. Many beau ful Australian picture books have been created around the theme of ANZAC Day
and these have been on display in our library.
6L came to the library to be read the book Simpson and his Donkey by Mark Greenwood. Here are some reflec ons from
Jozianne Khalife a er listening to the story:
“The book was about a man in war who found a donkey and used it to take water and food to all the Australian soldiers at war.
He had many donkeys, but his favourite one was Duﬀy. He rode 12 to 15 trips a day. He rescued over 300 men during his 24
days of service before he died. This story was really emo onal. I loved it so much!!”
You can read more about John Simpson on the Australian War Memorial Site. This is a wonderful resource for all our students
to explore:
h ps://www.awm.gov.au/ar cles/encyclopedia/simpson
Our primary students have also been colouring poppy wreaths with words we recite on ANZAC Day‐Lest We Forget.

The College is ensuring that many events and messages are being adver sed through
our Facebook page. Please take the me to check us out. Addi onally, there are mes
pictures of students are used. If you do not wish for your child’s picture to be used
please inform the College by emailing your request onto info@stcharbel.nsw.edu.au
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Morning Supervision
Access to the College grounds will
be centralised through the ‘Kiss
and Go’ and Monastery gate from
8am only. There will be NO
supervision for any students prior
to 8am, for their own safety and
wellbeing. Also please be mindful
that it is dangerous to use the
driveways to U‐turn.

The second instalment for school fees is due on
25 May 2018. Payments may be paid in cash,
cheque, EFTPOS, credit card or directly into our
bank account.
For all parents who are using the direct payment
method into the school bank account to pay their
school fees and charges, please ensure in com‐
ple ng your online payment, that the recipient
field descrip on is filled with your Family code in
order to allocate these payments to the correct
families.
Arrangements may also be made via Centrelink

Ethnic School Classes
Ethnic School Classes are available
for students and adults. Classes
are held every Friday 4.30 –
6.30pm and enrolments are now
open!

Coles Sports for Schools
Please send any outstanding Coles Sports
for Schools coupons to the front oﬃce
for collec on. Your assistance with this is
much appreciated.

UPCOMING EVENTS
May
Fri 11
Sun 13
Mon 14‐Fri 25
Tues 15‐Thu 17
Sun 20
Wed 23
June
Fri 1
Mon 4
Tues 5
Mon 11
Fri 15
Tues 26
Wed 27
Thu 28—Sun 1 Jul
Fri 29
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Mother’s Day Mass & Morning Tea
Mother’s Day
Healthy Harold
NAPLAN tests
Pentecost Sunday
Year 10 Allwell Tes ng
Yr 12 Report Interviews
P & F Disco
Yr 10 & 11 Vaccina on
Yr 10 Allwell Tes ng (Absences)
Queen’s Birthday
High School Athle cs Carnival
Yr 6 Allwell Internal Tes ng
Subject Selec on Evening Yr 8 & 10
Careers Expo
Awards Ceremony
Last Day of Term 2

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Weldon Children’s Services is oﬀering a before and a er school care program at St Charbel’s College which
commenced. Weldon has been opera ng before and a er school programs and vaca on care programs for
families for more than 30 years. The St Charbel’s program is running on‐site from the Mul ‐Purpose Hall.
Informa on about our onsite program can be provided by contac ng the Weldon Head Oﬃce at:
Telephone: 8741‐0500
Email: kids@weldon.com.au


The hours of opera on will be as follows:



Before School Care:

6:30am un l 8:20am



A er School Care:

3pm un l 6:30pm



Vaca on Care:

6:30am un l 6:30pm

Our programs oﬀer a range of ac vi es suitable for school aged children. We provide breakfast in the
mornings and light nutri ous snacks in the a ernoons.
The school oﬃce have enrolment packages and informa on about our programs.
Kids @ Weldon:

Before & A er School Care Contact Details:
Centre co‐ordinator: Souraya Maatouk
Centre Number: 0418 735 976
Email: stcmcs@weldon.com.au
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