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Term 4, Week 9, 2017

Principal’s Message - Rev Fr Maroun Youssef
Another very busy school year has come to an end. A year filled with
the Lord’s blessings upon our College and events. The last couple of
weeks have been extremely busy at St Charbel’s College. The Year 7
Orientation Day was held on Monday, 27th November and it was a
great opportunity for our Year 6 students and the new students
joining our College to acquaint themselves with the High School, the
teachers and their subjects. Thank you to Mrs Michelle Massoud & Mr
Charlie Shalala who coordinated the day and to all the teachers who
helped.
The Year 6 Graduation on both Friday, 1st December and Monday, 4th
December was a joyous occasion to celebrate the achievements of our
students, reward the high achievers and commending the hard
workers. Congratulations to all the graduating Year 6 students and to
the Stage 3 staff for coordinating the Graduation mass and ceremony.
Our events continued for the year in the last week with our Secondary
School Speech Night on Wednesday, 6th December and the Awards
Ceremonies on Thursday, 7th December 2017. These ceremonies are
always filled with pride and joy as parents, teachers and students
come together to acknowledge the achievements of our students over
the scholastic year and to encourage the hard work of all our
students. Thank you to all the teaching and non-teaching staff who
organised these events and congratulations to the students who
received awards!
I would like to note that a lot of effort is instilled into making these
events successful and to run smoothly. We encourage all our student
and parents to attend these compulsory school events, whether or not
your child is receiving an award, it is about team support for your
co peers and appreciation of a successful year. I encourage you all to
attend all events held within the College to acknowledge and
appreciate the fine work of our students and staff.
Our College Fete was held on Saturday, 9th December 2017. Thank
you to all that attended, assisted and shared our final College
celebration for the year. Sincere thanks to all the sponsors for the day,
those that held a stand and particularly to Mrs Annie El Kazzi and the
Parents & Friends Association who worked tirelessly to coordinate and
make this day a success. May God reward all those who work
tirelessly for our College and community. As Blessed Estephan
says..."God sees everything...."
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank each and every
one for your continual support to the College and to myself as
Principal. May the season of Christmas be a blessed one to each of
you and your families and may the Lord bless you all with a healthy
and happy 2018.

UPCOMING EVENTS
December
Wed 13
Thurs 14

Last day for teaching staff
HSC results released
St Nehmetallah Feast Day

January
Mon 29
Tues 30
Wed 31

College re-opens
Recycled Uniform shop
open (9am-12pm)
Years 1-6 &
Years 7 & 12 commence

February
Thurs 1

Years 8-11 students
commence
Kindergarten commence

Assistant Principal Pastoral Care (K-12) - Mrs Bernadette Hems
I wish to express sincere thanks to students, staff and parents for all the support I have received over the last five years. It
has been a joy and a privilege to be a member of the wonderful St Charbel’s College community. I leave with fond memories
of an incredible journey. I will never forget Punchbowl’s mini Lebanon.
Thanks to teachers both pastoral teams and departments for your wonderful devotion to the children K-12. Thanks to office
staff, I.T and Library staff for amazing back up! Thanks to Joe for wonderful photography often at last minute! Thanks to Elias
and his team, especially my Arabic teacher Joe Abou Gharrach.
I have taught in schools all over the world and I can say without a doubt that the children here are the best! I have often told
them this, because it is true.
I wish to say a special thanks to the P & F for their selfless contribution to the school in so many ways. I thank the Kiss N Go
team who have stood in blazing sun, wind and torrential rain to provide a great service. It would not have been possible
without you!
I leave with excitement for what the future may hold. Often God has a surprising plan, and I will embrace it.
I thank Bishop Tarabay for taking me on and giving me a chance to experience this wonderful community.
Thanks to all for the lovely gifts and messages of farewell, it is much appreciated.
I send Christmas blessings to you all and I pray for a happy new year for everyone………...…..Shookran!

White Ribbon Day - Mrs Bernadette Hems
Thank you for supporting WHITE RIBBON CHRISTMAS DAY and wearing a white T shirt and ribbon. We wore the T Shirt as a
symbol of our support for all women across the world who suffer from violence and abuse. We believe that everyone has a
right to be safe, loved and have a future. At St Charbel’s we believe that all relationships should be based on respect, care and
love for one another. We can all influence change in our world. Everyone has a right to be free from violence and abuse.
Violence affects well-being and prevents women from fully participating in society. It also impacts on families, the community
and the nation. It is up to all men and women together to open up, speak out and act to build a society based on respect,
fairness and equality. On Friday 24 November we stood in our T shirts to say NO to violence of any kind. Our Christmas hats
and symbols reminded us of the Christmas message of hope and peace. We pray for all victims of violence, we pray for peace
in our homes, our school, our world.
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Director of Curriculum (7-12) - Mrs Karen Jubb
During this time of faith and family, may the true meaning of Christmas fill you with joy.
Wishing all our families a happy and holy Christmas.
To our students – please stay safe during the holidays and come back refreshed and ready for a great year of
learning in 2018!

Digital Child Safety Handbook - Mrs Karen Jubb
Over the last 5 years
many
children
and
parents would have
received hard copies of
the NSW Police Legacy
Child Safety Handbook.
This valuable safety
resource is now available
in digital format with
expanded safety and
content
videos.
All
parents are urged to
download this handbook
and discuss the safety
content
with
your
children. The safety
content will be updated
each July and January
and is now available
across 3 digital platforms.
Digital Handbook
IOS App / Android App
childsafetyhub.com.au

Alternatively, simply click
on the following image:
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Library News - Ms Christine Golz and Mrs Simone Cullinan
Term Four has been a very busy and happy one here in the Library. The children have enjoyed reading many wonderful
Christmas stories and participated in Christmas craft activities which ran on Tuesdays and Thursdays this term.
If you have keen readers at home and would like them to continue reading over the Summer holiday period, please consider
joining in the Summer Reading Club at your local public library. The Summer Reading Club rewards children for their reading
efforts with fun prizes and competitions and runs until 31st January 2018.
Here is a link to register for the Canterbury-Bankstown Summer Reading Club:
https://www.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/community/library-knowledge-centres/programs-events-calendar/summer-reading-club
If you have not already done this please encourage your children to return the library books for the end of the year. The cost
to the library of lost books each year limits the resources we are able to purchase for students.
A reminder to High School students and their parents that a representative of Yorke Educational Centre will be at the school
on Tuesday, the 30th of January, from 8.30 until 12.00, selling textbooks, filling orders & taking payment for orders .
Many thanks go to students, parents and our teachers for another enjoyable and
exciting year in the library. I would like to thank the library staff for another
productive year and wish our college community a Happy, Blessed and
Merry Christmas.
Best wishes for a safe and enjoyable holiday.

Head of Primary School - Mrs Tina Harb
It was a most hectic term that passed us by! We had so much happening for the children that I am sure we were tiring them
out before they got home. On another note student reports were sent with the children last week. Their results this
semester culminated in award recipients at the Semester 2 Award Ceremony last week. I wish to personally congratulate
those children who received awards but more importantly also recognize the wonderful efforts all the children made
throughout the year in their academic studies.
Last week the college sent a letter as well as an email outlining new procedures in regards to the students receiving their
book packs next year. We have organized a more organized system where your child will receive a year’s worth of exercise
books tailored to each year group and KLA as well as all the stationary needs required. The exercise books ordered this year
will not need to be covered and the stationary required for each year group has been chosen to ensure your child has the
correct equipment needed for the classroom. This also ensures that glue, textas, whiteboard markers etc. are both allergy
tested and good quality items. You will not need to spend time looking for these items at the beginning of the year. Please
ensure that you follow the instructions in the material sent and submit your order online by 31st December 2017.
This Christmas, we will receive God’s most important gift for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior, and our Life.
I wish all of our families a most blessed and joyous Christmas. May the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ constantly shine a
guiding light in your lives.
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Primary LOTE Coordinator - Mrs Nada Kazzi

اليوم ولد لكم في مدينة داوود مخلص هو المسيح الرب
(لو )11 :2
في نهاية هذه السنة ،أحب أن أشكر طالب المدرسة على
أعمالهم ومثابرتهم خالل العام.
من قسم اللغة العربية ،نتمنى للجميع ميالدا مجيدا.

مبروك للصف السادس.

مريم حرب تتلقى شهادة "رولي مارون".
نتمنى لكم فرصة آمنة وسعيدة على أمل أن نراكم في السنة
المقبلة وأنتم في أتم الصحة والعافية.

رمزة بطرس تتلقى شهادة "روز أبو رجيلي اآلغا".
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Secondary LOTE Coordinator - Mr Melhem Kairouz

 إ ّنني أتق َّدم بالشكرمن معلّم َتي اللّغة،في ختام هذه السَّنة المدرسيَّة
 والسيّدة كارول، السيّدة جمال كيروز،العربيّة في القسم الثانوي
 أكا َنت، في َش ّتى ال َمجاالت،ِيهما في مساعدة الطالّب
ِ  لِ َتفان،ميولي
. ثقافيّة أم ترفيهيّة، تربويّة، أكاديميّة
ّ
 وإلدارة،األعزاء
 وللطالّب،كما وأتم ّنى لجميع األهالي الكِرام
ً والجميع بألف، ميالداً مجيداً وعاما ً سعيدا،وأسرة معهد مار شربل
 وإلى اللقاء في السّنة القادمة،ومريحة
 عطلة صيف هادئة.خير
َ
.بإذن هللا

Year 10 Day Out - Mrs Joanna Zidros
The favourable warm temperatures
of the first day of December
provided an excellent opportunity
for enjoyment for Year 10 on their
well-earned “day out”, organised
by Mrs. Zidros, the Year 10
coordinator and the SRC.
After a strenuous year of hard
work, and notably after an
arduous fortnight of yearly
examinations, the large year group
departed to Gunnamatta Bay in
Cronulla – a bay distinguished by
multi-coloured, calm waters; large,
sandy shores and the ambience of
“Australia”.
A “sausage sizzle” barbecue and
salad was hosted for lunch, which
supplemented a variety of snacks
brought along by students.
What a lovely way to spend the final moments of Year 10, surrounded by the warmth and joy of the year 10 family?
Elena and Mary Lyn Alagha
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Secondary Sport Coordinator - Mr Frederick Zalloua
What a great way to finish off the year with a fantastic Sports Award ceremony on Thursday, 7 th December 2017. The day
was significant as we acknowledged and rewarded the efforts and successes of teams and individuals throughout the year. It
was a good opportunity to thank all the teachers and parents who contributed as coaches, managers and convenors across
the year. We were also very fortunate to have a special guest speaker, Marcel Zalloua who shared his experiences of how he
became successful, whilst also maintaining balance and humility. Thanks to Marcel for bringing one of his racing cars a
Porsche GT3, for our students to get up and close too. We look forward to seeing Rev. Fr. Maroun get his Hot Lap in 2018.
Take care, keep active and have an enjoyable summer break.

Weldon Children’s Services is offering a before and after school care program at St Charbel’s College which has commenced.
Weldon has been operating before and after school programs and vacation care programs for families for more than 30
years. The St Charbel’s program is running on-site from the Multi-Purpose Hall.
Information about our onsite program can be provided by contacting the Weldon Head Office at:
Telephone: 8741-0500
Email: kids@weldon.com.au

The hours of operation will be as follows:

Before School Care:
6:30am until 8:20am

After School Care:
3pm until 6:30pm

Vacation Care:
6:30am until 6:30pm
Our programs offer a range of activities suitable for school aged children. We provide breakfast in the mornings and light
nutritious snacks in the afternoons.
The school office has enrolment packages and information about our programs.
Kids @ Weldon:

Before & After School Care Contact Details:

Centre co-ordinator: Vee Ibrahim
Centre Number: 0418 735 976
Email: stcmcs@weldon.com.au
Kids @ Weldon will also be conducting Vacation Care Programs these upcoming school holidays.
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Stage 1 Coordinator - Mrs Jessica Zeitouni

Prayer for the end of the school year
At the end of this school year we give thanks to God:
For all the teaching and learning that has taken place in our school, both in and out of the
classroom,
For the talents and gifts that have been shared and the challenges that have been faced;
For the burdens that have been lifted and the hurts that have been healed;
For the respect and care that has been given.
We give thanks for the friendships that have just begun and for those that have grown.
For the faith that has been lived in our daily struggles,
For the hope that has lifted our hearts on the dark days
And for the love that has kept us going.
We give thanks for the community that we are, and we ask you Lord –
Bless our students as they journey through their lives:
may your Spirit inspire them with confidence and calmness.
Bless our families as we take our holidays,
may our time together leave us with memories to cherish.
Pour out your love on us that we may return renewed and refreshed to continue our journey together.
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen
Thank you to all the teachers, parents and students that played a part in making Stage One experience a very
successful year. God bless you all and may you and your families have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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Year 11 Report - Mrs Andrea Panteli
The Year 11 cohort has been very busy over the last
couple of weeks participating in a variety of Pastoral Care
activities including visits to Westmead Children’s
Hospital and The Acacia Nursing Home in Marrickville.
The cohort made cards for the senior members of our
community, visited the nursing home, sang Christmas
carols and spent quality time with the elderly. They also
visited Westmead Children’s Hospital and bought gifts
for the children at the hospital. Both initiatives were
gratifying and worthwhile.
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Stage 3 Coordinator - Mrs Rima Leas
What a busy and productive year it has been!
Firstly I would like to congratulate all of our Year 6 students on their graduation from primary school. We had a beautiful mass
last Friday for our graduating class followed by the awards ceremony on Monday. We wish them well as they prepare for the
next stage of their education in high school.
As the year has come to a close we have finalised our student leadership team for 2018. After a lengthy process, which
commenced in Term 1, of nomination, speeches, voting and interviews we have selected our Primary School Leadership Team
for 2018. Congratulations to our new team. We are looking forward to working with you next year.

SCHOOL CAPTAINS
Joseph Sarkis
Ashley Noujaim
LITURGY LEADERS
Alanah Chidiac
Richard Nasr
PASTORAL LEADERS
Tony Lichaa
Daniella Al Akiki
ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERS
Solana Saade
Jonathan Zoghaib
SOCIAL JUSTICE LEADERS
Jad Haidar
Isabelle Jaajaa

Colour/House Captains
RED

YELLOW

GREEN

BLUE

Gabriel Ghafari
Grace Shalala

Lillyann El Badawi
Andrew Mahfoud

Patrick Habib
Sonia Said

Antonio Al Alam
Chloe Seif

Chess 2018 - Mrs Rima Leas
Chess will be back at our school in Term 1 next year. We have had a great year with an average of 23 students per term
participating in chess club. It will be held each Friday at lunchtimes in 6L’s classroom. The classes have been run by chess
instructors from Sydney Chess Academy and it is open for all students from Years 1 to 6. If you would like to enrol your child
into chess classes next term please see the information attached on the following page.
On a final note I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a safe and blessed new year.
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Stage 2 Coordinator - Ms Sue Durham

What a busy end to a very productive term! Children
have all benefitted greatly from the 2 week Learn to
Swim program and have still been busy working in their
classrooms.
Teachers have been assessing and assessing and
assessing and reporting and reporting and -----------!
It’s time to wrap up the year and looking back on 2017,
it was a year of hard work, fun and laughter and a few
tears along the way, all a part of the learning journey
that we all go through in our lives, whether it be at
school, home or work.
The Christmas spirit is alive and well at St Charbel’s.
There are children happily giving Christmas cards and
candy canes to their friends, smiling faces creating
Christmas art in the classrooms and songs of joy coming
from rooms. Apart from all the fun, our children
understand the true meaning of Christmas, they know
that Jesus was born to Mary and Joseph in a stable in
Bethlehem and they know that He is Christ the King. Let
us all remember this reason for our Christmas
celebrations.
Stage 2 teachers have given 100% effort this year and I
thank them all sincerely for their hard work and
dedication. A well deserved break awaits you!
To Mrs Moana Tawk, many thanks for your weekly
support in the reading room this year and as the smiles
on your readers’ faces show, they loved learning from
you.
A big thank you to Mrs Tina Harb for her guidance and
support throughout the year. Under her leadership, we
all worked as a good team with the one main goal of
making St Charbel’s College a School of Excellence.
To all members of St Charbel’s School community, I wish
you a holy, happy and safe Christmas.

13

